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114 Derashot H v
L\\ When three strangers passed his tent, Abraham did not -
immediately recognize them as angels. The first request he had of T

them was to wash their feet, since, according to the midrash, he
thought they were o™ ™ pany ownnwn o9, Arabs who
worshiped the dust of their feet (Rashi on Genesis 18:4). He

assumed that these strangers were like SO0 many of his
unperceiving contemporaries, who could not grasp the existence
of more than what the hand could touch or the eye could see. They
seemed to be simpl¢ nomads who had no vision beyond their
immediate surroundings, past "the dust of their feet.”

Abraham therefore requested of them: i nnn wywm, "Lie
down under the tree" (Genesis 18:4). Lift your eyes. Consider the
organic process of growth, the mystery of life and focug beyond
the treetop to the Heavens...nbuunmumm»m'mm(lsaiah ’

40:26) ...to the stars, to the galax , to ;
o c of . galaxies, to the nebuli, towardﬂ.j
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§ Rami bar Yehezkel happened to come to Benei Berak. He saw
those goats that were grazing beneath a fig tree, and there was
honey oozing from the figs and milk dripping from the goats, and
the two liquids were mixing together. He said: This is the meaning of
the verse “A land flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8).
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